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Making Memories
There are certain things that bring me 
right back to Philmont, like the sound of 
hiking boots on a rocky trail.  It is funny 
how the mind captures specific sights, 
sounds and even smells and links them 
to a place in one’s past.  Ponderosa pine 
bark is another one.  Some say it smells 
like vanilla, others butterscotch.  I say it 
smells like Philmont. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

  No matter how long I am away, those 
triggers always catapult me to 87714 and 
make me daydream about sunny skies, 
mountain air and a time when getting to 
work at the ranch was everything.  For 
those that are currently on staff, take 
the time to soak it all in.  Find out what 
speaks to you and you will carry that 
memory forever. 
       It is August and the last crews of the 

summer will be loading up to go back 
home.  Backcountry staff will be busy 
along with all those who stay around as 
long as they can before heading off to 
school or employment for the rest of the 
year.  Meanwhile, construction crews will 
be surveying and staking the corners of 
the Seton expansion and PSA’s new office 
building.  It will be exciting to watch 
the progress as utilities are run, slabs 
get poured, walls go up and our space 
takes shape.  We will try to post photos 
on a regular basis so you can follow the 
action.  Construction should take around 
eighteen months.
       If you would like to be a part of this 
chapter of PSA history, I encourage all 
who can to donate to the PSA Building 
HOmE campaign and help us reach our 
goal.  There are lots of levels and ways to 
donate.  Buy an engraved paving brick 
for $350 and your name will be placed 
alongside other supporters.  Go to our 
website at www.philstaff.org or contact 
Dollie in the PSA office at 575-376-1138.  
Every gift, no matter what size, helps!  
Remember, you can spread it out over 
three years if that makes it more conve-
nient for you. 
       Finally, I would like to thank all the 
hard working Philmont staff for once 
again making the summer of 2016 incred-

ible for so many Scouts 
and Scouters.  

John Murphy
President

On the Cover: Night sky over Metcalf 
Station, June 2016. Photo by Clay Helfrick, 
courtesy Philmont News & Photo Services.

iN this issue from the PresideNt

mailto:highcountry@philstaff.org
http://www.philstaff.org
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BULLETIN BOARD 
Upcoming PSA® Events

Dayton Area Reunion
August 12-13, 2016 – Dayton, Ohio

Contact: Scott Tritt at trittster@sbcglobal.net 

PSA® Fall Board Meeting at the Ranch
September 16-18, 2016 at Philmont

Contact: Dollie O’Neill at psadirector@philstaff.org

PSA® Volunteer Vacation (SOLD OUT)
September 17-24, 2016 at Philmont

PSA® Autumn Adventure Trek (NEW WEEK ADDED!)
October 9-14, 2016 AND NOW October 16-21, 2016 at Philmont

Contacts: Stephen and Cynthia Truemper at
struemper@earthlink.net or cjtruemper@earthlink.net

PsA® News

Building HOmE – On Our 
Way!
Our capital campaign to raise $1.2 million 
for our new PSA office building and sup-
port for the Philmont museum expansion 
project is off to a great start.  At press time 
on July 15, contributions and pledges had 
passed the $550,000 mark – almost half-
way to our goal in only a few months!  
       But “almost halfway” means we still 
have “over halfway” to go, so please con-
sider making a pledge or donation now.  
Visit our website at www.philstaff.org for 
information and to make a pledge.

Election Results

Results of the election for PSA officers 
and board members will be announced 
August 15 and will be published in the 
October issue of High Country.  

Around the PSA®

With the change in executive directors 
earlier this year, the PSA undertook a 
required audit of our books by an outside 
accountant – not surprisingly, everything 
was ship-shape . . . Executive Director 
Dollie O’Neill completed a PSA trek, her 
first Phil-trek experience, in July . . . PSA 
board member Dr. Dan Miller, who is 
working on the PTC staff this summer, 
has been busy selling PSA-published 
books to training center attendees, with 
more than 100 sold by early July . . . High 
Country is moving to a new printer with 
this August issue, and will now be print-
ed by CPC Solutions in Grand Junction, 
Colo. . . . the switch will save our staff a 
lot of time, as CPC will handle labeling 
and mailing chores in Grand Junction . . . 
CPC already does a lot of other printing 
work for Philmont. 

http://www.philstaff.org
mailto:trittster@sbcglobal.net
mailto:psadirector@philstaff.org
mailto:struemper@earthlink.net
mailto:cjtruemper@earthlink.net
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With Philmont heading toward its 80th 
anniversary in just a couple of years, it 
seems only fitting that the PSA honors 
two staffers with close to a century of 
Scouting service between them as recipi-
ents of the 2016 Silver Sage Awards.
       These awards are presented annu-
ally by the Philmont Staff Association “to 
recognize distinguished and exceptional 
personal service or contributions of an 
important and lasting nature, by any indi-
vidual or organization, for the benefit of 
Philmont Scout Ranch, Philmont program 
participants, and/or the Philmont staff.”         
Congratulations to our 2016 recipients:  

Father Donald Hummel is serving in 
his 25th year as a Catholic chaplain on 
the Philmont staff this summer.  If you 
attend an evening mass at the Catholic 
chapel or on the trail, he’ll be easy to 
recognize with his green stole adorned 
with Scouting patches that he wears over 
his vestments.  
       Now something of an icon among 

Decades of Dedication: The 2016 Silver 
Sage Awards

Philmont chaplains, Father Don has 
provided counseling, advice, spiritual 
assistance and the occasional needed dose 
of good humor for tens of thousands of 
campers and staff members over portions 
of three decades.  During his extensive 
tenure at the ranch, he has been instru-
mental in helping to create and maintain 
Philmont’s long tradition of chaplains of 
all faiths working together. 
       Father Don helped establish and 
served as the first trek advisor for the St. 
George Treks, a program of the National 
Catholic Committee on Scouting (NCCS) 
that brings Scouts from across the country 
together every other year for a combina-
tion religious retreat and Philmont trek. 
He has also been actively involved in the 
PSA and has previously served the asso-
ciation as a national board member. 
       Father Don also has a long and 
distinguished Scouting resume outside 

Philmont.  A 55-year “lifer” in the organi-
zation, he has served as national chaplain 
for the NCCS and as a chaplain at four 
national jamborees and one world jam-
boree.  He is currently a member of the 
International Catholic Scouting Founda-
tion, member of BSA’s Northeast Region 
board, and member of several national 
BSA task forces. In 1999, he received the 
Distinguished Eagle Scout Award, and in 
2004, he was awarded the Silver Buffalo 
Award, BSA’s highest recognition for 
service to youth. 
       When not at Philmont or other Scout-
ing functions, Father Don is the chaplain 
and a teacher at Paramus Catholic High 
School in northern New Jersey. 

Doug Palmer needs little introduc-
tion to anyone involved with Philmont 
over those same three decades.  Doug 
joined the Philmont professional staff 
in 1988 as associate director of program 
for backcountry operations.  He retired 
in 2011 after 23 outstanding years with 
Philmont and 40 years in professional 
Scouting.  Almost half of all campers who 
have ever attended Philmont participated 
in backcountry programs that fell under 

his supervision.
       During his tenure, Doug revamped 
and expanded Philmont’s living history 
programs with establishment of defined 
timelines and characters, emphasis 
on historical accuracy, and improved 
interpretive training for staff.  He also 
created and introduced new programs 
such as homesteading at Crooked Creek 
and the Civil War veteran camp at Black 
Mountain.  As Philmont General Manager 
Kevin Dowling said at Doug’s award 
presentation on July 9, “Doug Palmer 
made Philmont a world class backcountry 
program.”
        Doug also created and ran the 
Philmont Fall Fly Fishing Tournament, 

held each September, to 
help benefit local councils.  
He helped open Philm-
ont’s doors to conducting 
programs on the ranch to 
benefit those outside Scout-
ing, such as the Casting for 
Recovery program to benefit 
breast cancer survivors. His 
Philmont role also led to him 
becoming a leader in New 
Mexico search and rescue 
operations, experience that 
he put to good use when he 
led the development of the 
BSA’s new Search & Rescue 
merit badge.

       Doug’s most important contribution 
to Philmont, however, has likely been 
his personal example and influence on 
literally generations of backcountry staff, 
especially the camp directors he hired 
and trained.  He still knows where all but 
a few of them are located and what they 
are doing.  
       Doug and his wife, Betty (pictured 
with Doug), are retired and now live in 
Arroyo Seco, N. M.



 HigH Country ▫ August 2016  HigH Country ▫ August 20168  

by Mark Stinnett
High Country Editor

It’s a little hard to imagine today, read-
ing about Air Force Gen. David Goldfein, 
that he was ever “sittin’ on a mountain 
in New Mexico, wonderin’ about his life 
and where he might go,” words he wrote 
in his song, Boy of the Mountains (page 
39).  For since his one summer on the 
Philmont staff in 1980, Dave Goldfein has 
soared through ever-greater positions of 
responsibility to the very pinnacle of his 
profession.
       On July 1, former Philmont ranger 
David Goldfein became the U.S. Air 
Force’s 21st Chief of Staff, the highest-
ranking uniformed officer in that service 

Eagle Soaring High

and a member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 
He’s now responsible for leading more 
than 600,000 active-duty and reserve per-
sonnel in the U.S. and around the world, 
and serves as one of the principal military 
advisors to the president and his national 
security team.
       That’s quite a leap from leading 
teenagers on backpacking trips into the 
mountains and advising campers on the 
finer points of cooking Chili-Mac.
       It’s probably no surprise that Gold-
fein excelled on his chosen path in life 
– distinguished military service seems to 
be the family business.  His grandfather 
served in the Navy in World War II, and 
his father spent 33 years in the Air Force.  
Older brother Stephen followed suit and 

retired in 2008 as a major general.  A 
younger brother and nephew are also 
fighter pilots. Goldfein’s daughter is a 
first lieutenant in the service.
       After graduating from the Air Force 
Academy in 1983 with a bachelor’s de-
gree in philosophy, Goldfein undertook 
flight training at Sheppard Air Force Base 
in Wichita Falls, Tex.  He stayed there 
three more years as an instructor before 
moving to flying F-16s, the aircraft where 
he’s spent the bulk of his flying career.  
Goldfein is now a command pilot with 
more than 4,200 hours of flight time.  He 
has flown combat missions in the Gulf 
War, Afghanistan, and the 1998-1999 
Kosovo War.
       In June 1998, then-Lt. Col. Goldfein 
assumed command of the 555th Fighter 
Squadron, the “Triple Nickels,” based 
at Aviano Air Base in Italy. Beginning 
in March the following year, he led 
his squadron in the first air operations 
against the forces of Serbian leader 
Slobodon Milosevic as part of Operation 

Allied Force, launched by NATO in an ef-
fort to halt the Serbian campaign of ethnic 
cleansing of Kosovar Albanians.  
       On the night of May 2, 1999, Gold-
fein’s plane, call sign “Hammer 34,” was 
shot down by a Serbian surface-to-air 
missile after a mission over Belgrade.  He 
ejected safely and spent a harrowing two 
hours evading Serbian forces before being 
rescued under fire by an Air Force special 
operations team (see story on page 12).  
Though he could have taken time off 
from flight duties after being shot down, 
at midnight the next night, he climbed 
into another F-16 at Aviano to lead his 
squadron’s pilots back into the air battle 
over Serbia.  In a show of the tremen-
dous respect that this act of courage and 
leadership inspired, more than 300 people 
from all over the base lined the runway 
and stood at attention as he taxied out 
and took off. 
       As he rose through the ranks, 
Goldfein took on a series of ever-greater 
leadership posts: commander of the Ranger Dave Goldfein (back row, far left) in his 1980 staff photo. Courtesy Philmont NPS.

Gen. Goldfein testifies before the Senate Armed Services Committee during his confirmation hearing. U.S. 
Air Force photo by Scott Ash.

9
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366th Operations Group based in Idaho, 
commander of the 52nd Fighter Wing in 
Germany, commander of the 49th Fighter 
Wing at Holloman AFB in New Mexico 
(flying the F-117 stealth fighter), and 
director of operations for the Air Force’s 
Air Combat Command. 
      While stationed in New Mexico in 
2006, Goldfein earned the distinction of 
becoming “the last Bandit” – the final 
pilot to qualify to fly the F-117A.  Per the 
Holloman AFB website, the nickname 
goes back to the early days when the pro-
gram was classified. Using that nickname, 
stealth pilots could talk about being “ban-
dits” without association to the classified 
program. Goldfein became Bandit 708 
before the aircraft was retired. 
       From August 2011 to July 2013, he 
served as commander of U.S. Air Forces 
Central Command in southwest Asia, 

where he led air operations in Iraq, 
Afghanistan and other hot spots in the 
Middle East.  As a three-star, he served as 
director of the Joint Staff, a combined ser-
vice organization providing operational 
support to the Secretary of Defense and 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff.  In August 2015, 
he received his fourth star and promotion 
to Air Force Vice Chief of Staff, a post he 
held less than a year before assuming his 
current top position.
       Goldfein is known for a leader-
ship style of “quiet confidence.”  In an 
interview for the Air Force Times, retired 
Gen. Larry Spencer, former Air Force Vice 
Chief of Staff, said of Goldfein’s service 
on the Joint Staff, “You could see the 
respect that the service chiefs had for him 
when he spoke.  He doesn’t talk just to 
be talking, and everybody knows that. So 
when he comments, people tend to turn 
around and listen.” 
       He’s also appreciated for a genu-
ine concern for the well-being of the 
service members he leads.  “Dave’s 
never forgotten the men and women he 
served alongside, nor his responsibility 
to the people under his command,” said 
Secretary of Defense Ash Carter in April 
when he announced Goldfein’s nomina-
tion as chief of staff.  As Gen. Spencer told 
the Air Force Times, Goldfein makes it a 
point to acknowledge and speak to junior 
officers and enlisted personnel.  “He’s 
the kind of guy who would stop his car 
driving through the gate and spend a few 
minutes talking to the cop on the gate. He 
doesn’t walk by people.”
       Not surprisingly, Goldfein carries 
around a lot of hardware on his dress 
uniform.  He’s the recipient of the De-
fense Distinguished Service Medal with 
oak leaf cluster (the highest joint service 
decoration), the Legion of Merit with 
two oak leaf clusters, the Distinguished 

Flying Cross with Valor device and oak 
leaf cluster, plus a slew of others (clusters, 
like Eagle palms, represent additional 
awards).  
       Along the way, Goldfein picked up a 
master’s degree in business administra-
tion.  He’s also the author of a book that 
ironically foreshadowed his own current 
position:  Sharing Success, Owning Failure 
– Preparing to Command in the 21st Century 
Air Force, published in 2001.   
       Goldfein’s comments at his swearing-
in ceremony on July 1 reflect lessons that 
he undoubtedly started learning during 
his Philmont staff tenure: “That’s my 
commitment to you, to work every day, 
to give you everything I’ve got, to leave 
nothing on the table, to remain laser-
focused on warfighting excellence, to find 
the opportunity in every challenge, to 
treat team building as a contact sport, and 
to be worthy of this honor.”
       And while he didn’t proclaim, “I 
wanna go back,” he did offer some simi-
lar words: 
 “I can’t wait to get started.”

Boy of the Mountains
Though he only served on the staff for 
a single summer, Dave Goldfein made a 
lasting mark at Philmont with his musi-
cal talents.  His original song, Boy of the 
Mountains, reprinted on page 39, ap-
peared in the Philmont 40th Anniversary 
Songbook created by the 1980 staff, and 
is also one of fourteen staff-authored 
works featured on the very first Phil-
songs cassette produced in 1981.  
       Dave came back to Philmont that 
summer to play and sing his song under 
pretty primitive recording conditions 
in the living room of Wayne Baker’s 
house in Base Camp.  Dave also pro-
vided harmony with the legendary Doc 
Walker for those early recordings of his 
song, French Henry, and Curt Rom’s New 
Mexican Cowboy.     

Then-Colonel Goldfein, commander of the 49th 
Fighter Wing, in  the cockpit of an F-117A stealth 
fighter at Holloman AFB, N. M. U.S. Air Force 
photo by Airman Jamal Sutter.

 Emery Corley has a vivid recollec-
tion (and photographic evidence, above) 
of Dave playing Harry Chapin songs at 
a staff coffeehouse or pizza night in the 
dining hall one evening in August 1981, 
shortly after Chapin had died in July of 
that year in a car accident.
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The surface-to-air missile that hit the belly 
of Lt. Col. David Goldfein’s F-16 in May 
1999 came from an unexpected source.  
The SAM launch sites had proved to be 
a constant threat in Serbia, disappearing 
and reappearing. This one appeared right 
under the squadron’s route as it flew into 
Belgrade, Serbia, on a night mission to 
destroy enemy air defenses.  The missile 
destroyed Goldfein’s engine. 
       “I became a very expensive glider 
pretty quick,” said Goldfein.  He saw the 
flak clouds from the anti-aircraft fire that 
was trying to zero in on his damaged 
plane.  He felt a stinging sensation on his 
hand and he looked down to find blood 
welling from a minor shrapnel injury, 
said Goldfein, who then commanded the 
555th Fighter Squadron and led the first 
of many missions of Operation Allied 
Force over Serbia. 
       “That’s when your training kicks 
in,” said Goldfein, one of two pilots shot 
down in the operation.  “It was a full-
moon night. You don’t want to be high-

lighted (in the sky) too long.”  He waited 
to eject so he would have just enough 
time for his parachute to deploy while 
spending as little time as possible as a 
floating target.  The ejection mechanism 
worked flawlessly. 
       After landing in a “perfectly plowed 
field,” he rolled and popped off his 
parachute.  Helmet still on, he grabbed 
his things and headed for a ravine.  The 
ravine sloped down at a steeper angle 
than he had expected from his hasty 
survey, and he tripped and fell face first.  
“My stuff was like a raft in front,” he said.  
“I was riding it like Indiana Jones down 
to the bottom.” 
       He collected himself and then made 
radio contact with the fighters still cir-
cling above.  “My first call was answered 
by my buds who were with me,” Gold-
fein said. “There wasn’t a minute I didn’t 
hear jets overhead, and that was very 
comforting. There was absolutely no 
question in my mind I was getting out 
that night.”

Behind Enemy Lines

Viper Venom, by Robert Taylor, depicts pilots from Dave Goldfein’s fighter wing climbing their heavily-
armed F-16 Vipers out of Aviano Air Base, Italy, in June 1999. © The Military Gallery, California.  Used 
with permission.

On May 2, 1999, former Philmont ranger 
David Goldfein, then commander of the U.S. 
Air Force’s 555th Fighter Squadron based at 
Aviano Air Base, Italy, led his squadron on a 
night combat mission over Belgrade, Serbia, 
as part of Operation Allied Force, a U.S. and 
NATO air war against Serbian forces in re-
sponse to ethnic cleaning atrocities in Kosovo. 
Goldfein was egressing from the target area 
around 2 a.m. local time when he was shot 
down by enemy fire.   

This story combines accounts of the events 
that followed from separate perspectives of 
Goldfein and his rescuers.  Goldfein’s story, 
which appears in normal type, comes from an 
interview with Chris Roberts printed in the El 
Paso Times on February 7, 2007. The search-
and-rescue team’s account, printed in italics, 
is from an article by Stephen Losey, Senior 
Editor, Air Force Times, that appeared in 
that publication on May 6, 2016. Both are 
reprinted with permission. 
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Then-Staff Sgt. Jeremy Hardy, a pararescue-
man, and his fellow airmen were on alert 
in Bosnia on May 2, 1999, when they got 
the call: An F-16 had been shot down by a 
surface-to-air missile over Serbia and an Air 
Force pilot was trapped behind enemy lines.  
Hardy and the rest of his team immediately 
jumped into action. 

As his training had taught him, [Gold-
fein] dumped anything shiny that would 
reveal his location and traveled along 
the edge of the plowed field.  If the field 
had land mines, he thought, the farmers 
would already have dug them up.

Their mission was harrowing from the start. 
The three-helicopter team dodged two SA-6 
and one SA-9 surface-to-air missiles as they 
crossed the border, and had to evade 40mm 
Bofors anti-aircraft fire throughout the flight, 
said Hardy, who has since retired as chief 

master sergeant.

The countryside looked a lot like Indiana 
or Ohio farmland, [Goldfein] said. “There 
were lots of dogs and roosters up and 
awake and sounding off at 2 a.m.,” he 
added.  After walking about two miles, 
he found a relatively remote cleared area.  
“I had to find a good spot to stay hidden 
and coordinate the rescue,” Goldfein said. 
“It was just, ‘Don’t screw it up; don’t get 
in the way.’”

The team got to where they thought then-Lt. 
Col. Goldfein was and orbited the site for a 
few minutes — all while dodging more fire 
— before getting updated coordinates and 
moving to his actual location, Hardy said.

[Goldfein] once again communicated his 
position, and then, from his hiding spot, 
heard a rustling sound and looked in the 

Recovered remains of the tail section of Goldfein’s F-16, on display at the Museum of Aviation in Belgrade.

direction of the noise.  “Whatever it was, 
it reared up on its hind legs.  I saw beady 
eyes,” he said. “I say it was a Serbian 
tiger, but my buds said it was probably 
a field mouse.”  He ran for a distance, 
which turned out to be a blessing because 
he found a better landing spot.

The MH-60G Pave Hawk helicopter on which 
Hardy was riding was the first to spy the 
downed pilot. They radioed Goldfein, and 
used a classified code to authenticate it was 
actually him, before breaking formation and 
landing in a clearing. Hardy, then-Senior 
Airman Ron Ellis, also a pararescueman, and 
then-Staff Sgt. Andy Kubik, a combat control-
ler, jumped out and ran toward Goldfein as 
he emerged from the wood line where he had 
taken cover.
       Serbian troops were right on his tail, 
Goldfein told them.  Kubik and Ellis pro-
vided security as Hardy went forward and 
got Goldfein. They ran back to the helicopter 
under heavy fire from the Serbians.  “I could 
feel the rounds impacting the ground around 
us,” Hardy said.

When the rescue helicopter arrived, 
it brought enemy fire with it.  Within 
seconds of its arrival, Goldfein was in the 

helicopter. A later inspection revealed five 
bullet holes in the fuselage.

As bullets whizzed by them — they later 
found five bullet holes in the helicopter’s 
fuselage — they got Goldfein in the helicop-
ter. Because they were wearing body armor 
and Goldfein was not, they jumped on top to 
shield him. They called for the pilot — then-
Maj. Thomas Kunkel, who is now a colonel 
and head of the 23rd Wing at Moody Air 
Force Base in Georgia — to take off, and the 
team headed back to Bosnia.
       The rescue took less than a minute, Har-
dy said. Despite the heavy gunfire, Goldfein 
suffered no injuries in the rescue, aside from a 
minor injury to his hand when his plane was 
hit and he ejected.
       Few words were exchanged that day, even 
after the helicopter took off, since the rescuers 
were scanning for threats and evading more 
anti-aircraft artillery.  After they landed back 
in Bosnia, the crews from the other two heli-
copters came over and shook Goldfein’s hand, 
Hardy said.  Goldfein said, “Thank you,” and 
then was whisked away in a C-130 to Aviano 
Air Base in Italy.

Goldfein said he wanted to fly immedi-
ately afterward, but his commanders told 

him to wait a 
day. Although 
he flew the next 
day, he points 
out that pilots 
in Vietnam 
often flew the 
same day they 
were rescued 
and they didn’t 
receive a hero’s 
welcome when 
they returned 
home.  

An Air Force MH-60G Pave Hawk  helicopter of the type used to extract Dave 
Goldfein from Serbia.
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Over the years, a deep friendship grew 
between Goldfein and the men who saved him 
that day.  Goldfein has often spoken of his 
admiration for those men.  

“We never know when some young air-
man is going to risk everything to come 
pull us out,” Goldfein said. “You become 
extremely humble.  They get a bottle of 
Scotch from me every year -- a single-
malt, good quality.”  

In a 2010 Air Force release, Goldfein said the 
unit saves the last few drinks of each bottle 
until he comes to bring a new one, at which 
point they all polish off the old bottle together.

Even though the airmen who partici-
pated in his rescue have rotated out of 
the squadron, he said, “it’s the legacy of 
the unit.”  But, he added, “I keep in touch 
with many of the airmen on that rescue.”

 Hardy said Goldfein’s commitment to the 
airmen who saved him goes far deeper than a 
bottle of Scotch.   Goldfein officiated Hardy’s 
chief master sergeant promotion ceremony 
and his retirement ceremony, Hardy said.  
And when his post-traumatic stress disorder 
“hit rock bottom,” Goldfein was there to help, 
he said.
       Hardy was serving as the superintendent 
of the cadet wing at the Air Force Academy at 
the time. Due to his PTSD, however, the Air 
Force planned to force him to retire. Goldfein 
stepped in and got Hardy transferred back to 
Hurlburt Field, Fla., so he could retire there. 
That was important to Hardy, because the 
tight-knit special operations community at 
Hurlburt has a strong support structure for 
retired troops suffering from physical and 
emotional injuries.  “That’s just one of many” 
examples of Goldfein helping his brothers-in-
arms, Hardy said.
       And by coincidence, Hardy was with 
Goldfein on April 26, the day his nomination 
[as Air Force chief of staff] was officially an-
nounced.  Both men were at a conference near 
Hurlburt for wounded warriors and their 
caregivers.
       “It’s hard to describe him, other than 
just saying he’s a phenomenal human being,” 
Hardy said.  “He is genuine, he’s kind, he’s 
giving.  He is definitely a refreshingly unique 
person.”

Senior airman Ron Ellis, left, a pararescueman, 
Staff Sgt. Andy Kubik, center, a combat controller, 
and Staff Sgt. Jeremy Hardy, a pararescueman, 
members of the Air Force SAR team that rescued 
Goldfein in Serbia. USAF photo.

Then-Maj. Gen. Goldfein with then-Lt. Col. Tom 
Kunkel, the helicopter pilot who flew through en-
emy fire to rescue him in 1999. USAF photo.

The Pulitzer Center on Crisis Reporting 
plans to announce the winner of its Out 
of Eden Walk essay contest at Philmont 
in August. The winner will travel to 
central Asia to hike with journalist Paul 
Salopek as part of his seven-year project 
walking in the footsteps of early man, 
from humanity’s cradle in Ethiopia to the 
southern tip of South America, Tierra del 
Fuego.
       A Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist 
and National Geographic Fellow, Salopek 
is retracing on foot the global migra-
tion of our ancestors.  Along the way, he 
is chronicling his encounters with the peo-
ple he meets and recording the sights and 
sounds of the journey.  Salopek recorded 
personal video messages for Philmont 
participants that are shared with camp-
ers at opening and closing campfires.  He 
urges Scouts on the trail to do as he is, 
and take time to document their experi-
ences and milestones.

Out of Eden Walk

A Philmont hiker pauses to record a milestone in his passport journal.  Photo by Evey Wilson.

       The Pulitzer Center partnered with 
Philmont last year to promote this con-
cept of “slow journalism” with Scouts 
while on the trail. “What do you notice 
about a place when you slow down?” 
was the essay question posed to trekkers.  
Whether they chose to submit an essay or 
not, all Scouts were encouraged to take 
time to observe their surroundings and 
record their thoughts daily in written 
form. 
       Mark Schulte, education director for 
the Pulitzer Center, said that “the Scouts 
applied the slow journalism lessons of 
the Out of Eden Walk in many different 
settings, from city streets to suburban cul-
de-sacs to physically challenging adven-
ture hikes.  We were impressed with their 
thoughtful and observant writing.”
       An example, by Scout Matthew 
Langsdale: “I’m this small thing.  But I 
still matter.  I still mean something be-
cause I climbed that mountain.”  
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Anderson Award

The Philmont chaplain corps honored 
Director of Program Mark Anderson 
with presentation of the United Method-
ist Church’s Silver Torch Award at the 
opening staff assembly on May 29. The 
rarely-given award recognizes service to 
the church at a regional or national level 
in Scouting.

    In presenting the award, the chaplains 
noted that at Philmont, “one’s duty to 
God is taken quite seriously, due in large 
part to the devotion and leadership of 
Mark Anderson.  Over the many years 
that Mark has served as Director of Pro-
gram, he has worked to ensure that we 
have a strong chaplain staff, that we have 
the resources to have strong base camp 
and backcountry religious services, and 
that we have a devoted hour each eve-
ning dedicated to Duty to God without 
interference from other activities.” 

Change of Position

Former PSA VP Dave Kenneke, previous-
ly Philmont’s Facilities and Maintenance 
Superintendent, was named Director 
of Ranching effective June 1.  Dave 
replaces former Ranch Superintendent 

Bob Ricklefs, who 
retired in April.  
In his new post, 
Dave will over-
see the horse and 
cattle departments, 
timber manage-
ment, fence crew, 
security, cowboys, 

farming and ranching operations, land 
management and grounds maintenance.  

Joining the Staff

Ray Hayden, of Quarryville, Pa., will 
replace Kenneke in the newly-named 
Philmont post of Director of Facilities.  
Ray has served since 2011 as Director of 
Camping Services for the Chester County 
Council.  He previously worked for a 
decade as facilities director for that coun-
cil’s famed Horseshoe Scout Reservation.  
With previous service as a camp ranger at 
Bonner Scout Reservation in North Caro-

Ray Hayden at work in 2009 for his local OA trail 
crew.

lina and Camp Seminole in Florida, Ray 
brings more than 25 years of camp and 
facilities experience to his new position. 
He was scheduled to begin his new job on 
August 1. 

Baldy Town features a new program be-
fitting its status as the site of not one, but 
two great gold booms in New Mexico his-
tory.  The new assay program, in which 
crews learn about the important role of 
an assayer in a gold camp, offers campers 
a chance to actually test a sample of ore 
for its mineral content.  Donors provided 
authentic equipment that is displayed in 
the program presentation, with modern 
equipment and best practices allowing 
for a safe and educational program.  
       This is just the latest in an expanding 

Modern assaying safety. Photo by Jake Koch.

series of STEM opportunities available 
for crews in the backcountry.  At Baldy 
Town, crews also have a chance to meet 
and learn from one of the visiting geolo-
gists, who rotate through for varying tour 
lengths throughout the summer.       

Notes From All OverI Say Assay, You Say Gold
The staff at Seally Canyon is enjoying 
the spaciousness of a new 30-foot yurt, 
acquired this year to replace the 17-footer 
in use previously . . . Scouting magazine 
editor Bryan Wendell wrote a nice piece 
about Philmont, Paradise Found, for the 
July 2016 issue of Cowboys and Indians 
magazine . . . the Philmont medical staff 
is using data recorders inside the packs 
of staff members supporting STEM 
and ROCS treks to measure actual pack 
interior temperature ranges for a re-
search project on storage of medicines 
in the backcountry . . . the Conservation 
Department has added a new “forest 
work crew” this summer to work on thin-
ning and brush control projects . . . a new 
“high game” fence is now helping to pro-
tect Philmont’s irrigated farmland from 
elk damage . . . solar upgrades to facilitate 
new 12-volt DC lighting are slated for 
Sawmill, Head of Dean and Phillips Junc-
tion . . . the canvas walls on the structures 
from the “traveling” rail town at Metcalf 
Station have been replaced and are now 
fully sided this summer to give the look 
of a more established rail town . . . News 
and Photo Services is creating a video on 
the “sporting arrows” program at Indian 
Writings for use by the BSA’s Shooting 
Sports Task Force as a resource for local 
councils . . . Philmont is the only forest 
land in New Mexico certified by the Sus-
tainable Forestry Initiative (SFI) . . . a new 
exhibit at the Villa Philmonte, “Famous 
Old Companies,” highlights connections 
of Waite Phillips and Philmont to six busi-
nesses in 1926, including Disney, National 
Geographic and L.L. Bean. . . . the FCC 
has issued Philmont a new radio license, 
good until 2026 . . . the ranch is moving 
toward a fully digital radio system.
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Scouter Greg Noeninckx, now of Los Alamos, N.M., had heard that Sawmill 
had the best “sunrise from a porch” on the ranch, so he captured this image 
while there on a trek in July 2015. No argument here! Our thanks to Greg 
for permission to publish this spectacular photo. Check out his compilation 
video, Sawmill Porch Sunrise at Philmont Scout Ranch, at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NeJhkPR1GYo.  

Sawmill Porch Sunrise

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NeJhkPR1GYo
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One of the great aspects of being as-
sociated with a camp as large and an 
operation as diverse as Philmont is that 
you can learn something new about it 
almost every day.  Here’s a smorgasbord 
of Phil-stuff that may have escaped your 
attention:

The Philmont Flag:  Yes, Philmont has a 
flag, and it flies proudly every day over 
Camping Headquarters.  It came into 
being a few years back when Director 
of Program Mark Anderson realized 
that we didn’t have one, and he thought 
we should. PSA members unfurled the 
flag atop Africa’s highest peak, Mount 
Kilimanjaro, on the association’s climb 
with Berg Adventures International in 
2011 (below). Of course, the flag’s central 
emblem is (you guessed it) the Tooth of 
Time.

The Philmont Tent:  MSR’s Thunder 
Ridge tent, designed exclusively for 
Philmont by the noted outdoor manu-
facturer, can now be purchased at Tooth 

of Time Traders.  Development started 
in 2011 with annual reviews by campers, 
staff and MSR engineers.  This is a heavy-
duty tent built for 50-60 nights of use 
each summer over a five-year lifespan.  
Features incorporated for Philmont use 
include more durable fabric, stainless 
steel zippers, lack of plastic parts and 
added length for taller campers.     

The Philmont Rifle:  Henry Repeat-
ing Arms Company manufactures this 
Henry Frontier Lever .22 with the iconic 

Philmont black bull on the right side of 
the receiver and a laser-etched and hand-
painted Tooth of Time on the stock. The 
forearm features the Philmont scripted 
emblem with the ranch’s backwards S 
horse and cattle brands burned into the 
wood. Available at www.henryrifles.com.

The Philmont Mini-Bear Dash:  This 
mobile game available through the Boys’ 
Life website requires the player to “help 
one of Philmont Scout Ranch’s infamous 
mini-bears gather food as he leaps from 

tree to tree.” Miss a step, though, and 
you’ll plummet to the earth below (no 
splat shown), after which you’ll see the 
dreaded message, “you fell down!” 

The Philmont Tank Wagon: This terrific 
restoration of a late 19th-century horse-
drawn oil carrier joined the Philmont 
wagon fleet about ten years ago.  Though 
this wagon’s actual relationship to 
Philmont is unknown, tank wagons like 
this were in common use in rural areas 
well into the 20th century.  When not 
trotted out for the occasional local parade, 

Philmont’s tanker resides in the Santa 
Fe Trail wagon display just north of the 
museum.

The Philmont Fire Training Tower:  This 
relatively new addition to the eastern 
end of the administration area provides 

on-site training and drill opportunities 
for Philmont Fire Department volunteers, 
who otherwise would have to drive eight 
hours to the state’s fire training academy 
in Socorro. It’s interesting to note that, 
with three stories, the tower has more 
floors than every other building on the 
ranch. 

Mark Stinnett

The late Facilities and Maintenance Superintendent Jim Kutz and current Director of Ranching Dave Ken-
neke pose with the Philmont tank wagon.

Philstuff You Didn’t Know Existed

http://www.henryrifles.com
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Compiled from various reports

In the 116-year history of the Boy Scouts 
of America, only three individuals have 
been granted the title of “BSA National 
Artist.”  Fittingly, the latest has strong ties 
to Philmont.    
       PSA member Jeff Segler, who served 
on the staff for seven years from 1977 
through 1983, has been named by the BSA 
as its third national artist.  He follows 
Norman Rockwell, who held the post for 
60 years, and Joseph Csatari, who suc-
ceeded him in 1977.  All three artists are 
featured this summer in a Philmont Mu-
seum exhibit, “The Artists of the BSA.” 
       Jeff spent a lot of his staff time in 
western camps, including stints as CD at 
Clarks Fork and Beaubien, experiences 
that spurred his journey into Western art.  
After graduating from college in 1979, 
he tried for several years to make it as 
an artist before getting some “real jobs.” 

National Artists Boast Philmont Connections

He turned back to art full time around 
twelve years ago and is now a leading 
artist of the American West.  His works 
are displayed in galleries throughout the 
West in Fort Worth, Jackson Hole, Santa 
Fe, Scottsdale and Sedona, Ariz.
       Jeff is probably best known to 
Philstaffers as the painter of the iconic I 
Wanna Go Back, the image of a 1970s era 
Philmont ranger that now hangs at the 
ranch.  You may know that he handled 
production chores on the first Philmont 
Field Guide in 1985 and Philmont: An Illus-
trated History in 1989. You may not know 
that he also created the cover for the third 
edition of BSA’s Fieldbook. That work 
shows some Philmont influence as well: 
it depicts a Scout wearing a day pack and 
holding a hiking staff while surrounded 
by images of adventure – rappelling, ca-
noeing, skiing and white-water kayaking.  
       As the BSA’s national artist, Jeff will 

be called on to produce an average of one 
painting each year to mark Scouting mile-
stones and celebrate Scouting values.  His 
first work is scheduled to be released later 
this year.  Segler told Scouting magazine 
that he will continue to portray the magic 
of Scouting in the spirit of Rockwell and 
Csatari.  “Both were such great visual sto-
rytellers,” Segler said.  “And there are so 
many new stories to be told.  I’m excited 
for the challenge.”
       Jeff and his wife, Susan, a former 
Philmont ranger, live in Santa Fe with 
their two sons.  He’s still a regular visitor 
at the ranch.  You can view his work on 
his website at http://jwsegler.com.

The BSA has also named its first “national 
artist/sculptor,” and she has a Philmont 
link as well.  
       Cimarron resident Susan Norris, who 
has been involved the arts for nearly 40 
years, called the ranch to arrange a visit 
back in 2011.  On entering the Philmont 
Museum and seeing the Ernest Thomp-
son Seton painting, Triumph of the Wolves, 
she found an immediate connection 
and set out to learn all she could about 
Seton and his life.  That quest led to an 
incredible project for the ranch: creation 
of life-size bronze sculptures of Seton, a 

I Wanna Go Back by Jeff Segler.

Scout in 1915 uniform, and Lobo, the wolf 
that inspired Seton’s life work, for the 
new Philmont Museum, Seton Memorial 
Library and Education Complex.
       In her role as BSA national sculp-
tor, Susan has already created a limited 
edition “Silver Buffalo” sculpture, made 
exclusively for recipients of the BSA’s 
highest award for service to youth.  
 Read more about Susan’s projects at 
www.susannorrisartworks.com.

Susan Norris with maquettes, or working models, 
of her Seton and Scout sculptures for the museum. 

Want to Be In High Country?

Have a great Phil-story or photo to 
share? We’d like to hear from you!

Articles: Typewritten in Word format 
preferred; max. 2,000-2,500 words. 

Photos: Send as .jpg attachment in 
high resolution (300 dpi or greater). 

Letters: Always welcome!

E-mail:  highcountry@philstaff.org

http://jwsegler.com.
http://www.susannorrisartworks.com
mailto:highcountry@philstaff.org


 HigH Country ▫ August 2016  HigH Country ▫ August 2016   27

PhilmoNt history

Opposite page: After the Rendezvous. Above: Lone Trapper. Both works © Alfredo Rodriguez. Used 
with permission of the artist.

The Age of the Mountain Man
by Larry Murphy

Illustrations by Alfredo Rodriguez and 
Justin Kernes

Editor’s Note: The following story originally 
appeared in The Springer Tribune as part of 
a series entitled “Colfax County Sketches,” 
which were later collected and published in 
the book Out in God’s Country: A History 
of Colfax County, New Mexico, © 1969, 
Springer Publishing Co., Inc. Reprinted by 
permission. Copyrighted illustrations for this 
story are images of works by famed western 
artist Alfredo Rodriguez, who graciously 
provided permission for their use here.  

While Missouri merchants moved 
westward along the Santa Fe Trail, an 
even greater number of easterners were 
exploring the mountains and valleys of 
the southern Rocky Mountains in search 
of beaver pelts.
       Like the traders, these men played a 
significant role in opening and develop-
ing the southwest.  Geographical explora-
tion naturally resulted from their need to 
find new hunting grounds.  Trails which 
they blazed across the American wilder-
ness would eventually become the roads 
which carried wagon loads of pioneers to 
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Oregon, California, or Utah.  Moreover, 
many of the mountaineers themselves 
guided early expeditions into the West.
       The fur trade always centered on 
the individual, rather than the company, 
much more than did the Santa Fe trade.  
Because one or two men with their wives 
and children could best trap in a limited 
geographical area, fur trapping seldom 
led to the development of cities.  A lone 
cabin far from anyone was typical.
       Naturally many of the finer quali-

ties of civilization deteriorated under 
such conditions.  Primitive but practical 
huts and clothing set the beaver hunter 
apart from the merchant.  Social customs 
derived in settled areas meant little on the 
fringe of civilization where crude force 
usually predominated.  The education 
of these western adventurers also fitted 
their occupation.  Ciphering or writing 
counted for little, but an ability to read a 
moccasin track or beaver sign divided the 
skillful from the ignorant, the successful 
from the failures.
       The area along the eastern periphery 
of the Rockies, including Colfax County, 
was one of the first regions where beaver 
were trapped.  Despite Spanish op-
position and constant Indian dangers, 
Frenchmen evidently sought furs along 
the upper Canadian and Arkansas rivers 
throughout the nineteenth century.
       After the Louisiana Purchase, 
Americans joined them in increasing 
numbers.  August P. Choteau and Jules 
DeMun, arrested on the Arkansas in 1815, 
had trapped in the area for over a year.  
Members of Joseph Philebert’s party were 
reported to be trapping in northern New 
Mexico at the same time.

       Early Santa Fe traders were fre-
quently as interested in trapping beaver 
as selling dry goods.  Becknell, Cooper 
and others carried out traps, returning 
with the pelts their men had secured dur-
ing the stay.  Jacob Fowler was returning 
from a beaver hunting expedition when 
he trekked through Colfax County’s 
mountains in 1821.
       By 1825, however, trapping parties 
were rapidly moving into the heart of 
the Rockies.  The number of beaver had 
been reduced to a point which prohibited 
profitable hunting.  Because a single man 
needed to kill hundreds of animals annu-
ally, no area could long support extensive 
trappings.  In addition the Mexican gov-
ernment began to impose tighter restric-
tions on American fur seekers, forcing 
illegal activities away from the populated 
centers of Santa Fe.
       Taos, however, remained the center 
of the southwestern fur trade, while 
trappers continued to bring many pelts 
into the Bent brothers’ Arkansas River 

fort.  Into these areas came many men 
who would later play significant parts in 
the development of the region.  Besides 
the Bents and Ceran St. Vrain, Antoine 
Robideaux, old Bill Williams, Kit Car-
son, Dick Wootton, and most important 
Charles Beaubien originally came into the 
area in connection with the fur trade.

About the Author: The late historian and 
author Lawrence R. “Larry” Murphy worked 
ten years on the Philmont staff in the 1960s 
and early 1970s.  He is also the author of 
Philmont: A History of New Mexico’s 
Cimarron Country.

About the Illustrators: Western artist Alfredo 
Rodriguez has been a professional artist since 
1968.  His extensive paintings of mountain 
men and early explorers of the American West 
made it hard to select just a few to illustrate 
this story! View his work at www.alfredo-
artist.com. Photographer Justin Kernes is 
the current CD at Clarks Fork. View his work 
at http://www.justinkernes.com.

Bringing the Furs, © Alfredo Rodriguez. Used with permission of the artist.

Taller Tales, © Alfredo Rodriguez. Used with permission of the artist.
Miranda Mountain Man, © Justin Kernes. Used 
with permission.

http://www.alfredoartist.com
http://www.alfredoartist.com
http://www.justinkernes.com
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All Aboard for Philmont

by Bryan Wendell

Editor’s Note: The following story appeared 
on October 28, 2015 in Bryan on Scout-
ing, a blog for the BSA’s adult leaders by the 
author, who serves as senior editor of Boys’ 
Life, Scouting and Eagle’s Call magazines. 
Reprinted with permission. 

As many as 5,000 Scouts travel to 
Philmont each summer by train, making 
the trek to Philmont almost as exciting as 
the trek at Philmont.  So you can imagine 
the dismay in the Scouting family last 
year when word came out that Amtrak 
might be forced to shift its route away 
from the BSA’s New Mexico high-adven-
ture base.
       I reported at the time that if Am-

trak and government leaders weren’t 
able to resolve their dispute, the route 
of Amtrak’s Southwest Chief would be 
moved.  Instead of a stop in Raton, N.M., 
less than an hour from Philmont, the train 
would get no closer than Albuquerque, 
N.M., more than three hours away.  That 
would make traveling by rail to Philmont 
impractical for many crews.
       Now the good news — the U.S. De-
partment of Transportation has awarded 
a $15.2 million grant to improve Amtrak’s 
Southwest Chief route.  In other words, 
Amtrak will continue service to Raton for 
years to come, meaning thousands more 
Scouts each year will experience a thrill-
ing train adventure before their thrilling 
Philmont adventure.
       For decades, Scouts from Chicago 

to Los Angeles and beyond have taken 
Amtrak to get to Philmont.  They travel 
through the rugged American West before 
disembarking in Raton, where they’re just 
an hour-long bus ride from Philmont’s 
gates.
       Philmont’s John Clark told Yahoo last 
year how much Amtrak means to Scout-
ing.
 “Kids have been riding the train to 
Philmont for 75 years,” he said.  “Part 
of that is an economic factor, yes, but 
it is also about the boys learning about 
America.  Very few of these kids, about 13 
or 14 years old, have ever been on a train, 
and they are fascinated by it.”
       Communities all along the Southwest 
Chief route rely on 
the train’s presence 
for their livelihood.  
In Raton, for exam-
ple, Scouts account 
for half the business 
at the station, ac-
cording to the Sangre 
de Cristo Chronicle.
       Last year, U.S. 
Sen. Martin Heinrich 
(the junior senator 
from New Mexico) 
and Amtrak CEO 
Joe Boardman rode 
the Southwest Chief 

to discuss the route’s past and how to 
preserve its future.
 One of their stops was at Philmont, 
where Heinrich met with BSA leaders and 
a troop from Iowa that rode Amtrak to 
Philmont.
 Heinrich told the Chronicle what this 
route means to his fellow New Mexicans 
and others across the country.
       “The Southwest Chief isn’t just a rail-
road route in New Mexico, it serves as an 
economic engine that connects communi-
ties from Gallup to Raton to the rest of the 
nation,” he told the newspaper. “These 
critical capital improvements will ensure 
that Boy Scouts from across the country 
can experience the Philmont Ranch.”

The Southwest Chief navigating its way through Raton Pass. Photo © Doug Ohlemeier. Used with permis-
sion.

Philmont-bound Scouts make up half of the passenger traffic at the historic 
Raton depot. Photo © William P. Diven. Used with permission.

Route of Amtrak’s Southwest Chief, with daily service each way between Los Angeles and Chicago.
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Meet the Musicologist

by Eleanor Hasenbeck
Photos by Alex Cenci 
Condensed from Philnews

A Philmont campfire may not always 
have a fire – fire bans sometimes bar open 
flames in the backcountry – but it always 
has music.  As Philmont’s musicologist 
in the position’s inaugural year, Ellyn 
Washburne helps make sure the tunes at 
campfires across the ranch never miss a 
beat.
       “When you’re out in the woods, you 
can’t listen to the music you normally 
listen to,” she said.  “You have to make 
music yourself or listen to other people 
play it, so live music takes on an even 
more special role.”

       Washburne supports camps as they 
build their performances.  She travels to 
camps throughout the summer, twice to 
each campfire camp, to give perform-
ers feedback and improve their perfor-
mance.  She’s also working to document 
campfires digitally and physically.  She 
uploads audio recordings of each perfor-
mance she attends to the Internet.  She’s 
only missed one since she began upload-
ing in 2014 – Pueblano last year. 
       Washburne is also building files of 
music specific to each backcountry camp.  
In the past, camps have been able to pull 
from a handful of songs they find in their 
program boxes, but campfires were large-
ly put together from scratch during a few 
weeks at the beginning of each summer. 

       “Philmont is a really interesting place 
for music, because there’s so many people 
involved in it who normally wouldn’t 
consider themselves musicians, or even 
listen to the type of music that’s played at 
Philmont outside of Philmont,” Wash-
burne said.  “In the backcountry camps, 
even if you don’t play music, you’re 
usually still involved in the campfire, 
whether singing or banging a tambourine 
or telling a story.”
       For Washburne, the position is a labor 
of love.  Music brought her to Philmont.  
Her father was inspired to play guitar 
after being on staff in the 1980s.  He sug-
gested she work at the ranch and play in 
the campfires.  She’s done it ever since 
she started in 2010. 
       She’s been singing since she can 
remember.  By her early teens, she was 
already able to play piano and violin.  Ellyn Washburne, Philmont’s first musicologist, has previously served as CD at Rich Cabins and Urraca.

Today, she’s added guitar, mandolin and 
a bit of bass and banjo to her repertoire.  
Washburne has an undergraduate degree 
in music, and she’s currently pursuing 
a graduate degree in musicology at the 
University of Kentucky.    
       For Washburne, music is a crucial 
part of Philmont.  “When people play 
music together, it’s a human activity that 
you’re all participating in, so it’s kind of 
a bonding experience a lot of times,” she 
said.  “At the same time there’s already 
a community here at Philmont, so the 
community creates the music, but also the 
music helps create the community.”

Editor’s Note: Washburne lobbied Philmont 
management for several years to create the 
musicologist position to support the ranch’s 
array of campfire programs. To listen to 
Washburne’s campfire recordings, visit: 
philmontfieldrecordings.bandcamp.com.

Washburne takes notes at every ranch campfire she 
attends for later discussion with the staff.

http://philmontfieldrecordings.bandcamp.com
mailto:LMPartnm@yahoo.com
http://www.lmartinpavletich.com
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short stuff

After reading about the 1965 Philmont 
flood, I realized I may have been part 
of the last trek to enjoy the lovely trail 
through Rayado Canyon.  Before reading 
the accounts of the flood, I had not known 
that the trail through the canyon was so 
completely destroyed that a new trail, fol-
lowing a different route, was built.
       In late August 1964, Doug Fry and I 
led a group from the training center on 
the last trek of the year.  At that time, the 
training center opened earlier and stayed 
later than ranch backcountry operations.  
The ranch side was closing down and 
campers and staff were mostly out of the 
backcountry.  The training center oper-
ated an abbreviated five-day trek for the 
older Scouts and Explorers of families 
who were attending the Training Center 
programs.  
       The last week of programs at the 
training center that year was 8/26 – 9/1.  
The regular VTC trek leaders, Vaughn 
Oliver and Ron Hartman, could not stay 
through that last week, so the camp direc-
tor picked Doug and me to lead this last 
trek.  There were 46 campers who arrived 
on Wednesday, 826.  We got them orga-
nized and off that same afternoon.  This 
sudden introduction to the high country 
was pretty tough for some of the kids, but 
most adapted quickly.  
       After spending the night at Clarks 
Fork, our itinerary took us to Cyphers 
Mine, Black Mountain and Rayado (now 
Fish Camp), then down Rayado Canyon 
to New Abreu, where we spent the last 

Last Trek Through Rayado 
Canyon?

night and were picked up Monday morn-
ing to return to the training center.  There 
was still staff at Clarks Fork, but after 
that there was no staff (and no radios) at 
any of the other camps on our itinerary.  
We had a resupply drop scheduled at 
Beaubien on the way from Black Moun-
tain to Rayado.  It was a great week with 
lots of memorable moments and not too 
many problems.  
       One of our campers woke up sick 
on Thursday morning at Clarks Fork.  
We suspected it was just a little altitude 
sickness and maybe a touch of home-
sickness, but since we were going to be 
out of touch for the rest of the trip, we 
decided to send him back down to HQ 
with a commissary truck that happened 
to be there.  We told him that if he got 
better and wanted to rejoin the trek, he 

could come back in with the 
resupply truck to Beaubien.  
Sure enough, when we hiked 
through the meadow at 
Beaubien, there he was, sitting 
by the stack of food that had 
been dropped off from the 
truck.  He was glad to be back 
and we were glad to see him! 
       We spent a beautiful night 
as the only campers there at 
Rayado.  Sunday morning, after 
a short service, we packed up 
and set out down the canyon 
for Abreu.  The trail down the 
Rayado involved a lot of boulder hop-
ping and crisscrossing the stream.  One 
of our campers, a tall thin Texan, fell on 
one of those rocks and landed square on 
his kneecap, which resulted in a pretty 
serious cut and bruise.  We closed the cut 
with butterfly bandages and tape and de-
termined that he could still walk on it, at 
least for now.  Tomorrow morning, the leg 
would probably be too stiff and sore, but 
at least today he could still walk.  That 
was a good thing because the only other 
alternative would have been to carry 
him out, which would have been really 
difficult going down the canyon.  We split 
up his pack between us and some of the 
other larger campers and took off down-
trail for New Abreu.  He made the rest of 

the trip OK, but as predicted, the next day 
he was barely walking!
       I doubt if anyone today would send 
46 campers out in the backcountry with 
just two hardly-adult leaders!  We didn’t 
think twice about it then (or if the TC staff 
were concerned, they didn’t tell us!).  
       It is possible that there could have 
been a training center trek early in 1965 
that might have gone through the Rayado 
prior to the flood.  I don’t know because I 
wasn’t there in 1965.  But if not, then our 
little band of 48 Scouts has the sad honor 
of being the last to enjoy that beautiful 
trail through Rayado Canyon.

Larry Fox
PTC Staff 1963-64

Original trek plan for the army of 48.

A sample of the flood damage in the bottom of Rayado Canyon.
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trAil tAlk

J. Alan Frierson, M.D. 
(Ranger 67, KCM 68-70, 

ACR 72) works as a behavioral pediatrician. 
Address: 1322 E. McAndrews Rd., Suite 202, 
Medford, OR 97504. 
E-mail: frierson3@earthlink.net   

Thomas Goforth (VTC 1967) served 22 years 
in the U.S. Navy as a hospital corpsman, half 
in surface units and half in submarines.  He 
finished his college degree in health care 
sciences at George Washington Univ. and 
went to work for the Military Sealift Com-
mand, where he served on six different ships, 
including nine years spent on the U.S.N.S. 
Rainier, “an ammunition, fuel and groceries 
ship – one-stop stopping.” He retired in 2014 
and now enjoys ham radio and living in Ari-
zona. Address: 4335 E. Dragoon Cir., Mesa, 
AZ 85206.  E-mail: tom.goforth@gmail.com 

Dave Gault (PC Miranda/
French Henry 78, Ranger 79) 

graduated from Illinois State Univ. and then 
attended law school at Drake Univ.  He has 
worked as an attorney with the corporation 
counsel office for Dane County, Wis., since 
1992.  In 2014, Dave retired as a colonel in 
the Wisconsin National Guard after 24 years 
of service, including deployments to Iraq 
and Afghanistan. He’s also the legal advisor 
for Delta Chi fraternity and is an avid golfer 
with two children and three grandchildren.  
Address: 460 Prairie Way Blvd., Verona, WI 
53593. E-mail: davidrgault@gmail.com    

Kevin McManus (Ranger 76-79) is one of 250 
leaders in education and business named in 
May as recipients of the Fellows Award by 
the Institute of Industrial and Systems Engi-

1960s

1970s

neers (IISE).  The 
award recognizes 
outstanding leaders 
in the profession 
who have made 
significant nation-
ally recognized 
contributions to 

industrial engineering.  
Kevin serves as chief excellence officer for his 
own systems improvement company, Great 
Systems, and teaches root cause analysis 
techniques internationally.  He has served as 
an examiner for the Malcolm Baldridge Na-
tional Performance Excellence Awards for 15 
years. His publications include the book, You 
Can’t Win Indy in an Edsel –How to Develop a 
High Performance Work Culture.

Peter Castillo (CHQ Food 
Svc. 84, Ranger 85, TR 86-87, 

Rayado Trek Coord. 88, ACR 89-90, Chief 
Ranger 91-92) obtained a bachelor’s degree 
in mass communications at McNeese State 
Univ. and an MBA from the Univ. of Denver. 
After working in the ski resort industry for 
17 years, he has owned his own construc-
tion services company for the past ten years.  
Address: 2550 E. Eldorado Pl., Denver, CO 
80210. E-mail: peter.castillo66@gmail.com  

David Davis (Ponil Comm. 83, Wrangler 84, 
Horseman 85) received a B.S. in geology at 
the Univ. of Alabama and has worked since 
then as an environmental geologist and con-
sultant.  He and Kathy, his wife of 30 years, 
have three sons.  He enjoys backpacking on 
the Appalachian Trail and mountain biking.  
Address: 1530 Chambliss Lane, Hoover, AL 
35226.  E-mail: yoda1961@gmail.com 

Kevin McManus

Eric “Jeneric” Kaufmann 
(Ranger 87, PC Harlan 88, PC 

Black Mtn. 89, PC Ring Place 91, PC Crooked 
Creek 92, CD Seally Canyon 93) says that 
after leaving Philmont, he moved with his 
wife, Janine (pronounced “J-9”), to Arizona, 
where he is a store manager for Sportsman’s 
Warehouse. Address: 6393 E. Andover Lane, 
Prescott Valley, AZ 86314.  
E-mail: jeneric9@msn.com

Ryan Eggemeyer (PC Cito 
15, PC Apache Springs 16) 

is studying accounting at Truman State Univ. 

1980s

1990s

where he is part of Delta Sigma Pi profes-
sional business fraternity and also runs all 
concessions for the university.  He remains 
active with Troop 858 in the Greater St. Louis 
Area Council. He writes, “Philmont teaches 
you to be able to talk to anyone in any situa-
tion.” Address: 2 Winter Wind Ct., O’Fallon, 
MO 63366. E-mail: rae6148@gmail.com

Daniel Lovorn (Outfitting Svcs. 16) is 
the first member of his family to work at 
Philmont, but hopes his brother will join him 
soon. He plans to attend Ole Miss this fall. 
Address: 6023 Hawthorne Hill Rd., Flowood, 
MS 39232.  E-mail: lovorndaniel@gmail.com 

2010s
Photo above: Dressed for work, but not 
at the ranch, Nelson Block (PTC Faculty 
2001), founder and chairman of the Houston 
Commercial Finance Lawyers’ Forum since 
1989 (left in photo) congratulates incoming 
chairman Lyman Paden (PTC Faculty 2015).  
Paden will return to the ranch in September 
to staff the Philmont Leadership Challenge. 
E-mail: nblock@winstead.com
E-mail: lyman.paden@bakerbotts.com

mailto:frierson3@earthlink.net
mailto:tom.goforth@gmail.com
mailto:davidrgault@gmail.com
mailto:peter.castillo66@gmail.com
mailto:yoda1961@gmail.com
mailto:jeneric9@msn.com
mailto:rae6148@gmail.com
mailto:lovorndaniel@gmail.com
mailto:nblock@winstead.com
mailto:lyman.paden@bakerbotts.com
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The Gene Pool

from the editor

The current staff members whose parents 
worked at Philmont have different names 
for themselves: Philkids, Philspawn, leg-
acy staff. Some came to Philmont because 
it was always expected that they would.  
Others got no particular push, but were 
just curious to see what was so special 
about that place that mom or dad always 
mentioned with fondness or reverence. 
       Back in the 60s and 70s, it seemed like 
Philmont had plenty of family connections 
among the staff, but generally they were 
all siblings – members of the same genera-
tion.  In the 60s, there always seemed to 
be a Gold or a Hobbs brother lurking 
about (before my time, but I’ve heard 
stories).  During my own years in the 70s, 
the sibling groups expanded to include 
females, and the Leach, Munch, Frazier, 
Brown, Schroeder, and Van Valen clans, 
among others, seemed well-represented 
every year.  
       But other than kids whose folks were 
on the permanent ranch staff, I don’t recall 
meeting a single staffer in the 70s whose 
parent had once worked at Philmont – 
probably because the staffs just weren’t 
that large back in the 50s and early 60s.  
That started to change in the 80s and 90s 
as a few children of the 60s and 70s veter-
ans began reaching employment age and 
showing up for staff duty.  Now we had 
Phil-families with two generations of staff.    
       The real seismic change occurred with 
the dramatic increase in the numbers of 
female staffers in the 70s and 80s.  Not sur-
prisingly, this sparked a host of Philmont 
flings and marriages, which in turn led to 
lots of future Philstaffers growing up with 

not just one, but two parents (and often as-
sorted aunts and uncles) who could regale 
them with tales of adventure in the magic 
mountains.    
     Thus, the numbers of legacy staffers be-
gan to increase dramatically in the 2000s, 
and now they are commonplace.  Philmont 
has always shown a fondness for hiring 
sons and daughters of former staff, likely 
due to a reality-based view that folks 
who’ve worked at Philmont are just some 
of the best folks around, so it’s probably 
fair to assume that their own kids turned 
out OK.  
       In the last few years, we’ve started see-
ing a third generation of Philstaff making 
their presence known.  How about that? 
Someone out there can actually say the 
words, “I remember Gramps telling me 
that when he worked at Philmont . . .”
       These common bonds of shared 
Philmont experiences definitely make for 
more interesting conversations at family 
dinners and get-togethers. At the Ranger 
50th Anniversary fete back in 2007, Carol 
Munch spoke of listening to her own 
Philstaff daughter, Piper, and her friends 
hanging out at their family cabin in Eagle 
Nest.  Her words then are so true for all 
with a multi-generational Phil-family tree:
       “When you close your eyes and listen 

to them talk, only 
the names are dif-
ferent – the stories 
are still the same.”

Mark Stinnett
Editor   

soNgs of PhilmoNt

Boy of the Mountains
by Dave Goldfein

Well he’s sittin’ on a mountain in New Mexico
Wonderin’ about his life and where he might go.

There’s a bird floating past him so graceful and free.
He says, boy of the mountains, won’t you listen to me.

If you’re searching for tomorrow, then you’ll never find today,
For life is for the living, you got to live out each day.

If you worry about tomorrow and what the future may hold
Then you’ll just end up worrying til you grow very old.

Well, the boy said that’s so easy for you to say.
You just float through the mountains looking for prey.
No, you don’t have to worry since you’re so darn free,

Me, I got to find a job and raise a family.

Well, the bird floated over and perched on a branch.
He looked at that boy and he started to laugh.

He said, kid you got your needs and I got mine,
But one thing we’ve in common is the passage of time.

If you’re searching for tomorrow, then you’ll never find today,
For life is for the living, you got to live out each day.

If you worry about tomorrow and what the future may hold
Then you’ll just end up worrying til you grow very old.

Now the bird started movin’ his wings toward the sky,
And the boy looked up to him with a tear in his eye.

He said, bird what you’re saying, it makes so much sense,
For I’m crossing pastures ‘fore I even reach the fence.

Now the bird floated eastward across the Great Plains,
And the boy started walking for it began to rain. 

He was thinking about that bird, and as he looked o’er the land
He heard boy of the mountains, now you’re a man.
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